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Week Ending Friday, August 21, 1992 


Statement by Press Secret 
Fitzwater on America’s International 
Broadcasters 


August 15, 1992 


President Bush believes that one of the 
most effective weapons in the defeat of com- 
munism in Eastern Europe, the Soviet 
Union, and elsewhere has been the power 
of truth broadcast by America’s international 
broadcasters: Voice of America, Radio Free 
Europe, Radio Liberty, and Radio and TV 
Marti. As democracy’s victory is consolidated 
in the months and years to come, we will 
continue to need these broadcasts. The Presi- 
dent intends to see that they remain active 
and effective. 

These voices of freedom and democracy 
have a vital role to play in a post-cold-war 
world where dictatorship and repression con- 
tinue. Indeed, they are also welcomed as a 
stimulus and an example in newly emerging 
democratic states that are developing their 
own free and independent media. For hun- 
dreds of millions in Europe, Asia, Africa, the 
Middle East, and especially in Cuba, these 
broadcasts are a beacon of hope that must 
continue to shine. The President is commit- 
ted to keeping that light shining brightly. 


Remarks and an Exchange With 
Reporters on Iraq 


August 16, 1992 


The President. Well, there’s currently a 
good deal of speculation about potential U.N. 
inspections and then possible military meas- 
ures in Iraq and alleged political motivations. 
I’m not going to comment on today’s specula- 
tive stories, except to say I saw quite a few 
inaccuracies. 

From now on, some will accuse us of polit- 
ical opportunism for every move I make, and 
that’s unfortunate. But it is not going to deter 


me from doing what is right, regardless of 
the political fallout. We’re determined that 
U.N. Resolution 687 will be fully imple- 
mented. Now, this requires U.N. teams to 
inspect and destroy the Iraqi network of 
weapons of mass destruction: nuclear, chemi- 
cal, biological, and missile. 


I have total confidence in Rolf Ekeus of 
the United Nations and of the U.N. teams 
who have the responsibility for this mission. 
Let me make clear that what they elect to 
inspect and when they do these inspections 
is strictly their decision. The U.S. role is to 
provide support for their efforts. 


Saddam Hussein needs to realize that the 
world will not ignore interference with these 
U.N. requirements. He cannot be allowed to 
dictate what can and cannot be inspected. 


So let me underscore something which I 
think you all know. As President, whatever 
I decide has immediate consequences. But 
there will be no politics, and I will do what 
is right for the United States, and in this case, 
for the rest of the world. 


| just wanted to get that statement out be- 
cause I’ve read some ugly speculation. Thank 
you. 


Q. Mr. President, if that leak came from 
a military source, isn’t that a breach of secu- 
rity? Are you checking to determine whether 
that did, in fact, happen? 


The President. Well, again, I don’t want 
to confirm what leak we're talking about. But 
yes, there’s been a clear breach of security. 


Q. Mr. Bush, how do you feel about read- 
ing what the New York Times wrote today? 


The President. Well, I don’t like it. But 
I, unfortunately, have not grown accustomed 
to but am less shocked than I used to be 
by breaches of this nature. But in any event, 
I don’t want to go further into what I like 
or don’t like about it. But I must say I was 
shocked to read all this today. 
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Q. Mr. President, will you say what the 
situation is in order to clarify? 

The President. No, I won't, because the 
U.N. makes these decisions. Dr. Ekeus 
makes these calls. He has our full confidence, 
and what he plans to do next is his business. 
That is not something that’s done by the 
United States. 

Q. Does the U.S. have a plan to strike the 
Iraqi ministry buildings if Saddam Hussein 
denies access? 

The President. The United States has 
plans to be sure that Saddam Hussein does 
what he’s supposed to do, and that is to com- 
ply with Resolution 687 and also 688, which 
refers to the brutalization of his own people. 

Q. Even if he refuses to allow U.N. inspec- 
tors in during convention week or during the 
course of the campaign? 

The President. The campaign and the 
convention have nothing to do with this. This 
is the national security interests of the United 
States. This is obligations to support the 
United Nations. So I’m glad you raised it, 
Randall [Randall Pinkston, CBS News]. But 
I will repeat it: I have responsibilities as 
President and responsibilities as Commander 
in Chief. I will go through with those respon- 
sibilities regardless of the politics. That is a 
very important point in all of this, and I hope 
I have demonstrated that enough to earn the 
trust of the American people when it comes 
to making this kind of decision. I do not make 
decisions involving military force lightly. I’ve 
been there myself. I know what it’s like. I 
don’t commit somebody else’s son or daugh- 
ter to battle or to any kind of combat unless 
it is the right thing to do, regardless of poli- 
tics. 

Q. Mr. President, has there been 

Houston convention if there were 
a problem that demanded your attention dur- 
ing the week? 

The President. If there was a problem 
that demanded my attention, I would. But 
I’m not sure. I can handle whatever comes 
up from wherever I am. We've got a great 
oe of communications, and I think we 

emonstrated that during the Gulf war. 

Last one. 

Q. Mr. President, you don’t seem to be 
denying this report. Am I right? 

The President. What report? 
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Q. The report that was published today 
in the New York Times. 

The President. Please repeat it for me, 
because I’ve read several different—what 
part of it? 

Q. The part that there is some plan for 
the United States to sort of encourage Sad- 
dam Hussein to get involved in some kind 
of fight. I mean, there is some kind of contin- 
gency plan 

The President. | totally deny that. 

Q. Not picking a fight 

The President. | totally deny that we're 
trying to pick a fight, and I totally deny we’re 
trying to pick a fight for political purposes. 
If that was in the report, I really am angry 
about it. Didn’t read it that carefully. But 
is he going to oblige, is he going to follow 
through on these resolutions? I’ve stood right 
here and said that over and over again, and 
he has. 

But if this is the argument, I can totally 
deny that. 

Q. Are they going to go in on Monday, 
are the bombs 

The President. It is ugly, and it is uncalled 
for. 

Q. Are the bombs going to start falling to- 
morrow? This was in the report as well, that 
something could happen tomorrow. 

The President. | am not going to say what 
we are or are not going to do. Don’t believe 
everything you read in these reports. 

Q. I guess what people just want to know 
is, is there or is there not a game plan for 
air strikes if there’s a problem with Iraq? 

The President. | have said before, all op- 
tions are open. That’s all I'll say. 

Q. What about consultations with the allies 
on a new enforcement plan? Have there 
been those kinds of consultations in recent 
days? 

The President. We've been in constant 
touch with our allies, yes. 

Q. Is your speech ready for Thursday 
night? It’s not ready? 

The President. It’s not ready, no. [Laugh- 
ter] 


Note: The President spoke at 4:45 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House, on his 
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arrival from Camp David, MD. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Rolf Ekeus, Executive 
Director, United Nations Special Commis- 
sion on Iraq. 


Statement on Signing the Thomas 
Jefferson Commemoration 
Commission Act 


August 17, 1992 


Today I am signing into law S. 959, the 
“Thomas Jefferson Commemoration Com- 
mission Act.” This bill would establish the 
Thomas Jefferson Commemoration Commis- 
sion, which would be responsible for plan- 
ning and developing programs to commemo- 
rate the 250th anniversary of Jefferson’s 
birth. In doing so, it is my understanding that 
in light of the constitutional requirement that 
all executive functions be exercised by offi- 
cers of the United States appointed in con- 
formity with the Appointments Clause, Buck- 
ley v. Valeo, 424 U.S. 1 (1976), only those 
Commission members so appointed may ex- 
ercise the executive authority granted in this 
bill. In addition, the Archivist of the United 
States, the Secretary of the Interior, the Sec- 
retary of Education, the Chairman of the Na- 
tional Endowment for the Humanities, and 
the Librarian of Congress are members of 
the Commission who also are officers of the 
United States properly appointed for this 
purpose. Other members may directly par- 
ticipate only in the ceremonial or advisory 
functions of the Commission. 


George Bush 


The White House, 
August 17, 1992. 


Note: S. 959, approved August 17, was as- 
signed Public Law No. 102-343. 
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on 
the Determination Not To Prohibit 
Fish Imports From Certain 
Countries 


August 17, 1992 


Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:) 


Pursuant to section 8(b) of the Fisher- 
men’s Protective Act of 1967, as amended 
(22 U.S.C. 1978(b)), generally known as the 
Pelly Amendment, I am notifying you that 
on July 31, 1992, in accordance with section 
101(a) of the Marine Mammal Protection Act 
(MMPA), the Secretary of Commerce cer- 
tified to me that a ban on the importation 
of yellowfin tuna and yellowfin tuna products 
from Canada, Colombia, Malaysia, the Neth- 
erlands Antilles, Singapore, Spain, and the 
United Kingdom has been in effect since Jan- 
uary 31, 1992. This ban is the result of an 
order issued by the U.S. District Court for 
the Northern District of California, which 
the Administration has appealed. 


By the terms of the MMPA, such certifi- 
cation is deemed to be a certification for the 
purposes of the Pelly Amendment, which re- 
quires that I consider and, at my discretion, 
order the prohibition of imports into the 
United States of fish and fish products from 
the identified countries, to the extent that 
such prohibition is sanctioned by the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade. The Pelly 
Amendment also requires that I report to the 
Congress any actions taken under this sub- 
section and, if no import prohibitions have 
been ordered, the reasons for this action. 


After thorough review, I have determined 
that sanctions against these nations will not 
be imposed at this time, particularly as the 
Administration pursues its appeal of the Dis- 
trict Court order, and to allow implementa- 
tion of an international dolphin conservation 
program in the eastern tropical Pacific 
Ocean. 


Sincerely, 
George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Thomas 
S. Foley, Speaker of the House of Representa- 





1448 


tives, and Dan Quayle, President of the Sen- 


ate. 


Letter to Congressional Leaders 
Transmitting Reports on Security 
Arrangements With Other Nations 


August 17, 1992 


Dear Mr. Chairman: (Dear Senator): 
(Dear Congressman): 

Pursuant to Section 1457 of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
1991 (Public Law 101-510), I have the honor 
to transmit reports, in both classified and un- 
classified form, on U.S. security arrange- 
ments with, and commitments to, other na- 
tions. 

Sincerely, 


George Bush 


Note: Identical letters were sent to Sam 
Nunn and John W. Warner, chairman and 
ranking minority member, Senate Committee 
on Armed Services; Claiborne Pell and Jesse 
A. Helms, chairman and ranking minority 
member, Senate Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions; Les Aspin and William L. Dickinson, 
chairman and ranking minority member, 
House Committee on Armed Services; Dante 
B. Fascell and William S. Broomfield, chair- 
man and ranking minority member, House 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


Memorandum on Assistance for 
Angolan Refugees 


August 17, 1992 
Presidential Determination No. 92-39 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section 
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee 
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended 


Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra- 
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as 
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amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de- 
termine that it is important to the national 
interest that up to $14,000,000 be made 
available from the U.S. Emergency Refugee 
and Migration Assistance Fund (the Fund) 
to meet the unexpected and urgent needs 
of Angolan refugees and returnees. These 
funds are to be contributed to the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees in 
response to its appeal to assist Angolan refu- 
gees and returnees. 


You are directed to inform the appropriate 
committees of the Congress of this deter- 
mination and the obligation of funds under 
this authority and to publish this memoran- 
dum in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 


Memorandum on Export-Import 


Bank Services for Albania 


August 17, 1992 


Presidential Determination No. 92-40 
Memorandum for the Secretary of State 


Subject: Determination under Subsection 
2(b)(2)(D) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 
1945, as amended—Albania 


Pursuant to subsection 2(b)(2)(D) of the 
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amend- 
ed [12 U.S.C. 635(b)(2)(D)], I determine 
that it is in the national interest for the Ex- 
port-Import Bank of the United States to 
guarantee, insure, extend credit, and partici- 
pate in the extension of credit in connection 
with the purchase or lease of any product 
or service by, for use in, or for sale or lease 
to Albania. 


You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress and to 
publish it in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 
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Memorandum on Resumption of 
Foreign Air Cargo Service to 
Lebanon 


August 17, 1992 


Presidential Determination No. 92-41 


Memorandum for the Secretary of 
Transportation 


Subject: Resumption of Foreign Air Cargo 
Service to Lebanon 

By virtue of the authority vested in me by 
section 1114(a) of the Federal Aviation Act 
of 1958, as amended (“the Act’) (49 U.S.C. 
1514), I hereby determine that the prohibi- 
tion of all transportation services to Lebanon 
by Presidential Determination 85-14 of July 
1, 1985, is hereby amended to permit the 
outward carriage of cargo to Lebanon by for- 
eign carriers. All other prohibitions set forth 
in Presidential Determination 85-14, includ- 
ing the prohibition on U.S. air carriers flying 
into Lebanon, remain in effect. 

You are directed to bring this determina- 
tion immediately to the attention of all air 
carriers within the meaning of section 101(3) 
of the Act (49 U.S.C. 1301(3)). 

You are further directed to publish this de- 
termination in the Federal Register. 


George Bush 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:38 a.m., August 20, 1992] 


Note: This memorandum was published in 
the Federal Register on August 21. 


Appointment of C. Dean McGrath, 
Jr., as Deputy Assistant to the 
President and Deputy Staff Secretary 
August 17, 1992 


The President today announced the ap- 
pointment of C. Dean McGrath, Jr., as Dep- 
uty Assistant to the President and Deputy 
Staff Secretary. 

Since 1991, Mr. McGrath has served as 
Counsel to the Director and General Coun- 
sel of the Peace Corps of the United States. 
Previously, Mr. McGrath served as the Act- 
ing General Counsel, Deputy General Coun- 
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sel, and Associate General Counsel at the 
Department of Transportation, 1989-91; 
Special Counsel, Office of the Secretary of 
Defense, Department of Defense, 1989; and 
Associate Counsel to the President, 1986-89. 
Mr. McGrath began his career in public serv- 
ice as an attorney-advisor, Office of the Gen- 
eral Counsel, Department of the Treasury. 
Mr. McGrath has also served as a Special 
Assistant U.S. Attorney, U.S. Attorney's Of- 
fice, District of Columbia, 1981. 

Mr. McGrath is a graduate of Duke Uni- 
versity (B.A. with distinction in economics, 
1975), the University of Nebraska College of 
Law (J.D., 1978), and the National War Col- 
lege (1985). He was born May 27, 1953, in 
Chicago, IL, and was raised in Grand Island, 
NE. He is married, has one son, and resides 
in Alexandria, VA. 


Remarks to the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars National Convention in 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

August 17, 1992 


Thank you all so much. I’m proud to be 
back with you. This time I'll remember Pearl 
Harbor Day, too. [Laughter] May I salute 
Bob Wallace and thank him for that warm 
introduction; and salute Diane Wallace; say 
a special hello to a man who’s doing a great 
job for this State and for our country in the 
Senate, Senator Dan Coats, and his lovel 
wife, Marcia, over here who flew out wit 
us. I also want to salute our incoming chief, 
and I say “ours” because I am a member, 
a courageous leader in his own right, Jack 
Carey. Just had the pleasure of meeting 
with Jack and Joanne and the president of 
your ladies auxiliary who I also just met, Mary 
Sears, and Mary’s husband, Sam. You've got 
a good first team. 

There’s two other true heroes I want to 
mention. If they haven’t spoken, you're in 
for a treat. But General Jack Galvin is one 
of the greatest soldiers this country ever had. 
He just finished up as head of our NATO 
forces and did a superb job. And of course, 
next to him, or right down one from him, 
you all know Senator McCain, who gave 
many years of his life fighting for his country, 
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spending several years in a prison camp, an 
outstanding Member of the United States 
Senate. 

Bob Wallace invited me here. He said your 
members wanted to hear from a leader with 
charisma and popularity, whose words are re- 
vered from coast to coast. Unfortunately, 
Barbara wanted me to speak. But I’m de- 
lighted she’s here with me. 

Well, as you may know, I’m on my way 
to Houston to the Republican National Con- 
vention. When I saw the size of this crowd, 
I thought about giving a dress rehearsal of 
that Houston speech, complete with a few 
partisan, political observations. But then I got 
to thinking about you guys. You don’t need 
to hear a political speech. You've already sac- 
rificed enough for your country. [Laughter] 
So instead, I’d like to talk a little bit about 
where our Nation has been and where we’re 
headed together. 

As we gather here today, the cold war is 
over. For more than 40 years, our GI Joes 
and Janes hit the ground and sucked the dust 
in faraway places like North Africa and Nor- 


mandy, Pork Chop Hill and Ia Drang Valley. 
Back then, we called you heroes. Today, we 
call you winners. If anyone tells you that im- 
perial communism fell on its own, tell them 
that you — punch it in the gut and sent 


it tumbling back down the backstairs of his- 
tory. Each of you who served, each of you, 
won the battle for humanity’s heart and soul. 

What a group we've put forth, these sons 
and daughters of Paterson and Peoria. You 
who wrote, some of you, “Kilroy was here” 
on the walls of the German stalags and left 
signs in the Iraqi desert that said, “I saw 
Elvis”—[{laughter|—and you who sang 
“Don’t Sit Under the Apple Tree” on the 
roads outside London and listened to the 
Beatles with Chris Noel and Adrian 
Cronauer in Saigon. 

Goering, Hermann Goering, thought the 
American fighting forces were a pushover. 
We showed him. Kim I] Sung in Korea 
thought he could take us. Wrong again. And 
Saddam Hussein miscalculated. “He thought 
we'd grown soft over the years. He didn’t 
think we’d commit our Armed Forces. He 
misread the will of the American people, and 
he didn’t believe we would do what it would 
take to win. But our men and women showed 
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him. To put it real simple: We kicked a little 
Baghdad bully. 

Now I have a special word for those who 
served in Vietnam, and I know we have many 
here who did. That war was controversial. 
Many refused to serve. The Government 
didn’t go all out to win. You were fighting 
with one hand tied behind your back, and 
still, you fought with courage and with valor. 

But your Nation, when that war ended, 
never appropriately said thanks. Then 20 
years later, America was called to fight again, 
and this time we did what was needed to 
win. We fought quickly; we fought with pur- 
pose. And when the Desert Storm troops 
came home, a wondrous thing happened. 
America saluted, unanimously saluted, not 
just those heroes but our forgotten heroes, 
the men and women who served in Vietnam. 
The tribute was genuine. It was heartfelt, and 
it came from every corner of this Nation. And 
so, let me say this: It was long overdue. God 
bless those of you who served in that trou- 
bled war. 

As we all know, in every encounter, from 
World War II to Desert Storm, for every one 
of us on the front lines, there were other 
Americans supporting us at home, fathers 
and mothers and sisters, brothers, neighbors, 
who said the prayers, sent the cookies, and 
watched the mailbox. Over the years, to- 
gether we footed a bill of over $4 trillion to 
pay for all the tanks and ships and missiles. 
And so, let’s not forget the unsung hero of 
the cold war, the American taxpayer. 

Why did we do it? Why did we make the 
sacrifice? If you ask me, we shed our blood 
and spent our treasure because we believed 
enough in our American ideals to defend 
them. Today, those ideals, your ideals, are 
triumphant around the entire globe. In Ger- 
many, a wall has fallen. In Moscow, citizens 
troop to the polls. Think about this: In just 
the past 4 years, more people have taken the 
first breath of freedom than in any time in 
all of human history. You made history, and 
you should be proud of that. This is some- 
thing major and important. 

But there is a method to our unselfishness. 
Calvin Coolidge defined patriotism as “stand- 
ing up for yourself by standing up for your 
country.” We fought so our children don’t 
have to fight. 
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Remember that awful movie of several 
years ago—some of you may well remember 
it; Barbara and I do—“The Day After”? It 
brought the horror of the aftermath of a nu- 
clear explosion home to a small Kansas sub- 
urb. People gathered in churches and lecture 
halls to watch it in fear together. Some called 
it a documentary of the future. Today, it 
doesn’t even belong in the science fiction bin 
of movie rental stores. Because of your sac- 
rifice, the nuclear nightmare has receded, 
and our kids and our grandkids now sleep 
in the sweet sunshine of peace, no longer 
afraid of nuclear war. You helped do that. 

So this is the progress in which we take 
pride. It’s the progress that you’ve brought 
to the world and to our children. And yet, 
the question today is: What do we do next? 
We can start by remembering something 
John Kennedy once said: “A nation reveals 
itself not only by the men and women it pro- 
duces, but by the men and women it remem- 
bers.” 

I understand right in here what makes 
military service so special. Military service is 
the great leveler. My own Navy squadron in- 
cluded farm boys and city hustlers, athletes, 
bookworms, preacher’s kids, Army brats. To- 
gether we experienced the tingling excite- 
ment of that sport of kings when I first went 
into the service, picking up cigarette butts. 
[Laughter] Now, later we felt the knots in 
our stomach from our first carrier landing 
and the heaviness in our hearts from spend- 
ing our first Hanukkah or Christmas without 
our loved ones and the horrible, sickening 
feeling of watching our buddies go down in 
battle, never to return. 

These memories are etched in my mind, 
as they are etched in yours. No matter that 
the cold war is over, no matter how places 
like Guadalcanal and Hamburger Hill recede 
in our memory, our Nation can never and 
must never forget. As long as I am President, 
[ make this solemn promise: We will always 
stand by those who stood up for America. 

That means keeping in mind a lesson that 
every soldier and sailor knows in his heart: 
Weakness tempts aggression. With the cold 
war over, I have put forth a responsible plan 
to cut defense spending, cut it to the level 
recommended by General Galvin’s former 
colleagues, our true military experts. But in 
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this political year, some will want to go fur- 
ther, a lot further. One plan offers to cut 
four times more than what our experts say 
is responsible. 

Let me say this. In the sands of Kuwait, 
our sons and daughters showed that courage 
is hereditary, but courage will be of no use 
if fighter planes can only be found in muse- 
ums and our ships are all in mothballs. When 
it comes to defending our country, my loyalty 
lies not with the Gallup polls but with our 
young people who must gallop in the way 
of danger. We simply must never go back 
to the hollow army of the late seventies. I 
stand with the marines, the soldiers, the sail- 
ors, the airmen, the guardsmen. We can 
never ask these men and women to stand 
in harm’s way and then tie one arm behind 
their back. As long as 1 am Commander in 
Chief, I will stand for our Armed Forces, and 
I will keep the United States of America 
strong, so I can tell the American people our 
national security is second to none. 

We owe you more than a strong America 
abroad. We owe you a strong America at 
home, an America that lives up to the dream 
that you defended, where you can get work, 
and protect your family’s well-being. Just as 
you can’t build a home without a hammer, 
you can’t build a dream without a job. Some 
say the way to create jobs is with more taxes; 
I disagree. I have a plan to cut Government 
spending and use incentives to get this econ- 
omy moving again. So far, being very candid, 
that plan is blocked by the Congress. But 
this fall, with your help, I intend to change 
all of that. 

I have a special concern for those who are 
caught in the transition of our economy, for 
example, veterans who once worked the tur- 
rets of a tank and are now getting used to 
the keyboards of a high-tech economy. So 
I have advanced a national strategy to retrain 
our workers, especially those in the defense- 
related industries. I have asked our leader, 
Bob Wallace, to come to Washington and 
help lead that job training effort in the veter- 
ans community. I’m asking the Senate to con- 
firm Bob as Assistant Secretary of Labor for 
Veterans’ Employment and Training. And he 
will do a first-class job. 

Assistant Secretary of Labor for Veterans’ 
Employment and Training, that’s just a fancy 
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title that really means “Potomac pitbull for 
veterans’ rights.” [Laughter] If anyone tries 
to forget the vet, Bob and I are going to be 
there to clamp down on their arm. 


Now, jobs is one priority; health care, an- 
other. Our health care system is broken 
today, and we all know it. Costs are rising 
too fast. Too many people can’t get coverage. 
Some say it’s time to throw up our arms and 
let the Government take it over. Well, I have 
a different plan, a way to get at the real 
causes of skyrocketing costs, like faulty insur- 
ance programs, piles of paperwork, and way 
too many frivolous lawsuits. We're suing each 
other too much instead of caring for each 
other enough in this country. 


But let me make a commitment to you this 
morning. I am proud of what we have accom- 
lished together to strengthen our veterans 
health care system, cael of the specialized 
health care centers that we’ve created and 
the new outpatient clinics. I am proud of our 
new registry to track Persian Gulf veterans 
and, most especially, of the billion dollars 
more every year we've invested in your 
health care. Every inch of the way we have 
had sound advice from Bob Wallace and 
Larry Rivers and so many others with the 
VFW. But let me be very clear on a key point 
here. While we must change our health care 
system, we will not change our commitment 
to the integrity of veterans health care. 

A couple weeks ago, I announced a new 
White House advisory panel, which will in- 
clude a representative of the VFW. I want 
to make sure that when it comes to making 
health care changes, the veteran’s voice 
comes through loud and clear. If Congress 
sends me legislation to dismantle the VA sys- 
tem, | will whip out that veto pen and knock 
down that Scud missile headed right for the 
well-being of every family represented here. 
If anyone again suggests taxing your benefits, 
I'll say what I’ve said many times before, 
“Keep your hands off the veterans.” 

Now, there’s one more promise I'll make 
to you. It concerns those who are not with 
us today, the ones that John McCain knows 
so much about from his own life experience. 
I’m talking about the POW’s and the MIA’s. 


As Bob mentioned, I did have my own ex- 
perience with combat, nothing quite like 
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John’s or like many of yours. But after my 
plane was shot down on September 2, 1944, 
at 0732—I can’t remember Pearl Harbor 
Day, but I can sure remember September 
2d. [Laughter] But look, I remember floating 
around in the Pacific. Off in the distance I 
could see this Japanese-held island of Chichi 
Jima in the Bonin Islands. I remember wor- 
rying about whether anyone in my squadron 
would find me. Then I remember thinking: 
What if the other side does? 


By the grace of God, along came a sub- 
marine, U.S., and by the grace of God, my 
family never had to face the agony of a late- 
night phone call or a knock on that door. 
But to those who do wait for the calls or 
knocks to bring news of loved ones, let me 
simply say, we will never forget you. 


The search for answers about POW-—MIA’s 
is a question of justice, of oaths sworn and 
commitments kept. For 241 families, the un- 
certainty has already ended. I salute General 
Vessey, and I salute those in the Senate and 
those in the White House who have worked 
to this end. But there are still more answers 
to find. Without further progress, my admin- 
istration will not move forward with Hanoi. 
We will not rest until we have received the 
fullest possible accounting of every POW- 
MIA. 


In preparing for this visit today, I ran 
across a quote from Daniel Bennis, a dis- 
abled veteran from Hamel, Minnesota. Dan 
Bennis was asked why he went to war in the 
first place. He said, “I fought for the right 
to see my country in the splendor of all sea- 
sons.” ] fought for the right to see my country 
in the splendor of all seasons. 


Well, Dan, America is a country of all sea- 
sons. But to me, America is a Nation where 
one season dominates, the season of spring. 
Today, as we listen to all the talk of pes- 
simism and lost potential, we may think that 
the cold winds of winter are blowing. But 
I sense a different wind, the American wind, 
the warm breeze of renewal and rebirth. 


In our workplaces, our economy is being 
reborn as our companies retool for the new 
competition. In our schools, our students are 
being reborn as, for the first time in a cen- 
tury, we change the very way we learn. In 
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our homes, our families are being reborn as 
we turn back to our moral foundations. 


Some ridicule me. Some ridicule us when 
we talk about family values. But it’s the fam- 
ily that teaches us right from wrong, teaches 
us discipline, respect for the law. As every 
vet knows, it’s family that wiped the tears 
away when we cry. Strengthening the family 
is not something we ought to do; it is some- 
thing we have to do. 


Now, some take a look at all we must do 
as a Nation and say, “Look, our challenges 
are too big, too daunting.” I would remind 
them that America is still the only place 
where miracles not only happen, they happen 
every day. 


This is the Nation that toppled the wall. 
This is the Nation that won the war. This 
is the Nation that produced you. None have 
been braver or sturdier. Through your cour- 
age, your valor, your sacrifice, you changed 
the course of human history. We have 
changed the world, and now we will change 
America because America is the land of the 
eternal spring. 


Thank you very much. May God bless the 
VFW, and most of all, may God bless the 
greatest, freest country on the face of the 
Earth, the United States of America. Thank 
you very, very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 11:02 a.m. at 
the Indiana Convention Center. In his re- 
marks, he referred to Robert E. Wallace, 
commander in chief, VFW, and his wife, 
Diane; John M. Camey, senior vice com- 
mander in chief, VFW, and his wife, Joanne; 
Mary Sears, national president of the ladies 
auxiliary of the VFW, and her husband, Sam; 
Chris Noel, entertainer and recipient of the 
commander in chief's Gold Medal of Merit; 
Adrian Cronauer, disc jockey with the Armed 
Forces Network during the Vietnam war; 
Larry W. Rivers, executive director, Wash- 
ington, DC office, VFW; and Gen. John W. 
Vessey, U.S.A., ret., Special Presidential Em- 
issary to Hanoi for POW-MIA Affairs. 
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Remarks at the Bush-Quayle 
Welcoming Rally at the Republican 
National Convention in Houston, 
Texas 


August 17, 1992 


The President. Thank you all very much. 
What a wonderful welcome home. 


Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 


The President. You got it. 


Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 


The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you so much. Let me just thank a cou- 
ple of people at the beginning. First, let me 
thank Craig Fuller, who’s done a great job 
as our convention chairman; Rich Bond, our 
national chairman; Jeanie Austin, our co- 
chairman. And let me say this: What a won- 
derful welcome home. It is sure great to be 
back here in Texas, home again. 


May I thank Ray Childress and Warren 
Moon, great heroes right here, and deserv- 
edly so, in Houston, for being with us; and 
of course, another friend who entertained us, 
and at least I got here in time to hear him, 
a great American and a great singer, Randy 
Travis. By golly, he was first-class. 


I’m leaving out a lot of people, but one 
other person, my partner in a great adven- 
ture, with me every step of the way, from 
west Texas to the White House, Barbara 
Bush. 


Let me thank our great Governor, Carroll 
Campbell, who’s given this Nation so much 
leadership as Governor of the State of South 
Carolina, and a special word, a special word 
about two very special friends of ours, Dan 
and Marilyn Quayle, the Vice President of 
the anal inaes 


Four years ago, Dan Quayle and I teamed 
up. I told him then, speaking from some per- 
sonal experience, that the job of Vice Presi- 
dent was a real character-builder. [Laughter] 
And I was not exaggerating. But look, this 
guy stood there, and in the face of those un- 
fair critics he has never wavered. He has 
never wavered. He simply told the truth, and 





1454 


let the chips fall where they may. He said 
we need families to stick together and fathers 
to stick around, and he is right. 

He says what we need is an America that 
stands behind our law enforcement officers, 
and he is right about that. He also said we’ve 
got to take on those trial lawyers and all those 
who inundate this country with frivolous law- 
suits, and he’s right about that. Let that ABA 
turn off to the left; we are with the American 
people. 

So when the establishment in Washington 
hears all this, they get all uptight about it, 
about him. They gripe about it. But folks in 
the real world understand, and they nod their 
head. He has been a super Vice President, 
and he will be for another 4 years. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. | couldn't help but notice 
an interview that my opponent gave to the 
USA Today last week. It was absolutely 
incredible 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. You haven't heard it yet. 
[Laughter] He talked about how he’s already 
planning his transition, figuring out who 
should be Deputy Assistant Under Secretary 
in every Washington Agency, even where he 
can get away from the White House for a 
day or two. I half expected when I went over 
to the Oval Office to find him over there 
measuring the drapes. [Laughter] Well, let 
me say, the first shot out of the barrel, I have 
a message for him: Put those drapes on hold. 
It is going to be curtain time for that ticket. 
And I mean it. 

You know, for 9 months the other side has 
had a one-way conversation with the Amer- 
ican people, and now it’s our turn. They have 
called our great country a mockery and 
sounded the saxophone of change. And that 
sound sure sounds familiar. They say they 
want to shake up Washington, but they op- 
pose limiting the terms of Congressmen. 
That’s a change, just changing the subject. 

They say they believe in a strong America, 
but they propose gutting the national defense 
of this country. That’s called changing their 
tune. They say they want to put people first, 
but they are proposing the largest tax in- 
crease in the history of the United States of 
America. 
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Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. 1 guess that’s change, but 
by the time they're through, change is all 
you're going to have left in your pocket. 
We're not going to let that happen to the 
United States. 

So don’t kid yourself, America. We’re not 
running against the Comeback Kids, we’re 
running against the Karaoke Kids. They'll 
sing any tune, any tune they think will get 
them elected, say one thing in one place and 
then whisper something else in another. And 
we're not going to let them get away with 
it. 

You know, I’ve never pretended to be 
much for words, but for me, eloquence is 
action. And for the next 78 days we’re going 
to go out there to ask the American people 
a simple question: Who do you trust to do 
what’s right for the United States of Amer- 
ica? It’s a question of trust. 

Audience members. 
George Bush! George Bush! 

The President. Forty-four years ago, Bar- 
bara and I started out, out in west Texas, 
the Odessa-Midland area. I remember travel- 
ing across that country to Wink and Kermit 
and Notrees and Andrews, places where par- 
ents worried and watched when a kid crossed 
the street; the kind of towns that sent those 
kids halfway around the world, from the 
DMZ to Da Nang and to Desert Storm. Bar- 
bara and I loved the rhythms of west Texas. 
You remember the Friday night football and 
Saturday picnics and Sunday sermons. We 
raised a family and built a business, made 
friends that have lasted us an entire lifetime. 
We worked hard. But when the work was 
done, we sat around the table late at night, 
and we talked, talked about report cards— 
same thing you all do—schoolyard fights, 
small things, big dreams. 

No matter what the other side says, Amer- 
ica is still the land of dreams, dreams as vast 
and wide as those plains out there in west 
Texas. Our dream, our ideals, and our ideas 
have awakened dreams from Managua, to 
our south, all the way to Moscow. With faith 
in our people, we will reawaken those dreams 
right here in the United States of America. 

My opponent wants to protect the jobs of 
the past. And I have a plan to create the 
jobs of the future so that the sons and daugh- 


George Bush! 
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ters of steelworkers and linemen can build 
their dreams. My opponent wants to change 
our schools, oh, just a little bit. And I have 
a plan to revolutionize our schools so that 
our kids can do as well in the science labs 
and math room as they now do in the swim- 
ming pool and out there on the basketball 
courts. 

My opponent, and Dan touched on this, 
ridicules or attacks me as we talk about family 
values. Well, let me tell you something: We 
are going to keep on trying to strengthen the 
American family, to make American families 
a lot more like the Waltons and a lot less 
like the Simpsons. 

Now that I’m getting warmed up, let me 
tell you about another target that I’m going 
to get in the crosshairs. The Democratic 
st ad of the United States Congress don’t 
like our ideas. They are the sultans of the 
status quo. They are the only people in 
America who could drive to work with a 
blindfold every morning because they've 
been going the same way, controlling that 
Congress for 38 years. 

Audience members. Clean your House! 
Clean your House! Clean your House! 

The President. You tell me about it. 
You’re darn right. You talk about gridlock, 
we know where the gridlock is. It’s under 
those leaders that control the Congress, both 
the Senate and the House, and we’re going 
to change it. We are going to get the Amer- 
ican people to change it. 

I was very lucky; I didn’t get to see the 
Democratic Convention. [Laughter] But up 
in Manhattan last month, you didn’t see those 
congressional leaders. Finding them was like 
playing “Where’s Waldo” in the Astrodome. 
They gave a new meaning to the word “closet 
liberal.” 

Don’t kid yourselves. Look at where their 
support is coming from, that same ossified, 
entrenched, change-allergic support groups 
out there supporting the Democratic leaders 
of the Congress. We're going to make the 
American people understand it. I’m going to 
do what Harry Truman did. I am going to 
take that message to change the Congress 
all across this country. 

I’ve held out my hand to those crazy guys. 
I’ve held out my hand to them, only to have 
it bitten off, and I’m tired of it. We’re going 
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to change that Congress. And we are going 
to link that Clinton-Gore ticket right in close 
to those Democratic leaders. They are one 
and the same, and we're not going to let the 
American people forget that. 

You hear a lot about these polls. Yes, they 
say it’s going to be a tough fight. We know 
that. The truth is I get a little comfort from 
some of these polls. You know me. In politics 
I’ve always done better when I fight back, 
when I’m behind, because you have a certain 
freedom. It gives you a certain freedom. The 
other guy can do what the polls want. The 
other side can pay attention, changing this 
or changing that because of what the polls 
say. I’m going to roll up my sleeves and do 
what is right for the American people, and 
I don’t care what the polls say. Do what’s 
right for America. And I am a fighter, and 
I intend to fight for what’s right for America. 

Right next door there’s a big building. 
They call it the eighth wonder of the world. 
Well, Houston, get ready for wonder number 
nine, the most stirring political comeback 
since Harry Truman gave them hell in 1948. 
It starts right now. 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. It all starts right here. You 
know, the Gatlin Brothers like to sing, 
“Houston means I’m one day closer to you.” 
Well, no offense to Larry, but to me Houston 
means that we are one day closer to victory, 
one day closer to building a better and a 
brighter future for the people of this great 
country. 

Barbara and I want to thank you for com- 
ing here. We want to thank you for this mag- 
nificent show of support. When history writes 
about this election, they’re going to say it 
started right here when you fired up this 
President to take this message to the Amer- 
ican people. 

May God bless the United States of Amer- 
ica. Thank you all very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 5:35 p.m. at 
the Houston Astrodome. In his remarks, he 
referred to Houston Oilers football players 
Ray Childress and Warren Moon and coun- 
try and western entertainers Randy Travis 
and the Gatlin Brothers. 
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Remarks at an Antidrug Rally in 
Houston 


August 18, 1 992 


Thank you very, very much. Speaking of 
goals, that’s one of the reasons I’m back in 
Houston. Yesterday we got off to a pretty 
good start, I think. 

But nevertheless let me salute first my 
friend Chuck Norris, friend of long standing, 
commend him on being what we call a Point 
of Light, reaching out to help others. What 
this program is on. kicking drugs out of 
school, it should have the support of all 
Americans. And I salute him for giving of 
his time so generously. 

I salute these instructors. I salute these ex- 
perts that we saw in action. I thank you all 
for this most wonderful presentation. May I 
also thank the school principal who is with 
us; Our new, or not so new but our most dis- 
tinguished superintendent of schools; and 
also our new police chief; all of them with 
us today. I don’t know if you saw them when 
they came in. Maybe they'd stand up. Chief? 

There’s a message in all of this because 
we support our law enforcement officers who 
are trying to keep not only the schoolyards 
clean but preserve order in this wonderful 
city of ours. I salute our school superintend- 
ent who has led the way in making Houston 
a Houston 2000 educational community, not 
fearing to change. He’s on the leadership 
edge of literally helping revolutionize edu- 
cation in this country, and I salute him for 
that. As for our principal, just hearing won- 
derful things about her and what she’s done. 
May I express our appreciation for letting this 
marvelous group come in here today. 

With them today is a man who is on the 
cutting edge of trying to change education. 
I’m not talking about just simply fine-tuning. 
We're talking about revolutionary change. 
And I’m talking about our Secretary of Edu- 
cation, our national Secretary, a former Gov- 
ernor, Lamar Alexander, who is really out in 
the lead for new American education. Lamar, 
would you stand up? 

As you may know, we've set six educational 
goals for this Nation; got all across party poli- 
tics, something that’s never happened before. 
We did it, but we had with us the Democrat 
and the Republican Governors of the States. 
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One of those goals was to have a learning 
place where people could learn without fear 
of crime, certainly without fear of drugs. And 
that’s what this program is all about. We saw 
a little example today. I’m glad I was not in 
the last act on the receiving end; that guy 
looked pretty tough and pretty powerful. 

But this is happening all across the coun- 
try. We are beginning to make enormous 
headway on the war on drugs. And I want 
to finish that job. Sixty percent less use of 
cocaine among the teenagers in this country, 
that is dramatic progress in the last 3 years. 
Now we've got to keep it going. In schools 
like this, school superintendents like this, po- 
lice chiefs like this, and then dedicated teach- 
ers and students like this, and then dedicated 
leaders like Chuck Norris come together to 
make this happen, not just for today and not 
just for Houston but for our country and for 
tomorrow as well. 

So I am very pleased to be here. I have 
only one regret and that is that Barbara Bush, 
who had a school named after her in Hous- 
ton—and she’s still rubbing it in. But never- 
theless—[laughter|—she is not here because 
she’s out kind of nervously looking at the po- 
dium in the Astrodome, getting ready for her 
command performance tomorrow night. But 
she certainly joins in. I hope you know how 
committed she is to helping these kids be 
literate, helping them learn to read, helping 
the families in this country stay together so 
they can help the kids. 

It’s a great joy to be back in Houston. Yes- 
terday was a wonderful day for me. These 
times have been a little complicated, as some 
of my friends from Washington know that 
are traveling with us. But you get here, and 
you feel something happening; you feel 
something positive. It wasn’t just the political 
arena yesterday, where we got off to a great 
start, but it’s programs like this. It’s the grass- 
roots of America, determined to make life 
better for these kids, that have me inspired. 

So thank you ail for what you’re doing. And 
may God bless our great country. 


Note: The President spoke at 10:20 a.m. at 
Hamilton Middle School. In his remarks, he 
referred to entertainer Chuck Norris; Diane 
B. Mutlet, principal of the school; Frank R. 
Petruzielo, Houston superintendent of 
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schools; and Sam Nunchia, Houston chief of 
police. 


Remarks at the Republican National 
Committee Gala Luncheon in 
Houston 


August 1 9, 1992 


The President. Lod Cook, thank you, sir. 
Thank you all for that warm welcome. Thank 
you so very much. Thank you, Lod. Please 
be seated. Let me just single out at the begin- 
ning of these remarks Lod Cook, who does 
so much, not just for the party and for can- 
didates but who’s certainly done so much for 
Barbara and for me. Everything he touches 
works out, and I couldn’t be more pleased 
to be at his side through this luncheon. This 
gives me an opportunity to thank him and 
all of you who made this luncheon quite 
clearly a tremendous success. I think this 
bodes well for what lies ahead. 

I want to single out a couple of people. 
I thought that Boy Scout color guard was 
great, and so was the Boys Choir and the 
Houston Chorus; take great pride in them. 
Reverend Claude Payne is, as Lod said, Bar- 
bara and my home parish minister at St. Mar- 
tin’s Church here, and we’re just delighted 
to be with him. 

I want to single out, of course, a man that 
did a great job firing up the troops last night, 
getting our message of hope and opportunity 
across the country, our distinguished key- 
noter, Phil Gramm. He did a superb job last 
night. We've got a lot, but let me just also 
add Rich Bond, who came in in this national 
committee, grabbed a hold of it, taking our 
message out there. He is a feisty devil, and 
he’s doing a first-class job, too. And so, really, 
this then, with this dramatic entrance, is the 
first of our whistlestop tour. I think the train 
sure beats the hell out of the bus, frankly. 

I want to just salute the Vice President 
and Marilyn. Dan Quayle has served with 
great distinction. He’s taken on a lot of sub- 
stantive tasks and done them well. He’s done 
his job with dignity and honor, and he’s taken 
the best shots the other side can fire. If you 
ask me, he’s given better than he’s got. His 
head is up; he’s ready to charge. And I am 
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proud and honored to have him at my side 
in the convention and the days that lie ahead. 

Now, I know the excitement’s building. 
Each hour we get closer to the moment ev- 
eryone’s waiting for, packed house at the As- 
trodome, nationwide TV audience. I’d be less 
than honest if I didn’t tell you I’ve got a few 
butterflies. But I'll tell you, you’re going to 
love Barbara’s speech. [Laughter] But after 
she’s through, then I get my turn tomorrow. 
I want to spell out where I’m going to take 
this country with your help over the next 4 
years. But first, just a little bit about why 
we're here in Houston. 

Some of you may have read an interview 
by my opponent, the one he gave to the USA 
Today last week. It was absolutely incredible. 
He talked about how he’s already planning 
the transition, figuring out who should be 
Deputy Assistant Under Secretary in every 
Washington Agency, even where he will go 
to get away from the White House. Heck, 
I’ve expected to come forward Friday morn- 
ing and find somebody measuring the drapes 
in the Oval Office. 

This guy got a problem up here? Are they 
with the press corps? 

I can’t hear you. Please speak up. This is 
a crazy year, when they have credentials for 
the 

Audience members. What about AIDS? 
What about AIDS? What about AIDS? 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. As I was saying—that 
guy—hey, listen, for those of you who haven't 
been around my line of work lately, this is 
normal. Don’t get worried. [Laughter] Don’t 
get worried. 

But let me just say this. I saw a demonstra- 
tion out there on the television the other day, 
and let me be clear where I stand: Everybody 
has a right to protest, but I have a right to 
stand with our law enforcement people who 
have to put these protests in the proper per- 
spective. Thank you, to those from the io 
iff's office. 

Audience members. What about AIDS? 
What about AIDS? What about AIDS? 

The President. May | address myself to 
the gentleman’s question? Our administra- 
tion last year spent $4.3 billion on AIDS. 
That is 10 times as much for a person sick 
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with AIDS as we spend on cancer. This year, 
we've asked for $4.9 billion, the highest re- 
search and prevention program in the world. 
We have the best scientists working on the 
problem. My heart is full of compassion, and 
we are doing what we can to get to the bot- 
tom of that. 

Now, does anybody else have something 
they would like to say while we're all stand- 
ing? 

—— members. What about AIDS? 
What about AIDS? What about AIDS? 

Audience members. Four more years! 
Four more years! Four more years! 

The President. Thank you very much. 

Anybody else like to be heard up here, be- 
cause I have one or two things only that I 
want to say. I was telling you how my oppo- 
nent gave an interview to the USA Today, 
and he talked about planning his transition 
and picking out who’s going to be the Deputy 
Assistant Under Secretary in each Washing- 
ton Agency, where he'll go to get away from 
the White House. I expected to go to the 
Oval Office on Thursday to find him there 
in the Oval Office measuring the drapes. But 
I have a message: Put the drapes on hold. 
For pretty soon, for you it is going to be cur- 
tains. We are going to take this to the Amer- 
ican people. 

This week, right here in Houston, we 
began this conversation with the American 
people, talking about the issues that shape 
the world, about the values that are close to 
home. I’m talking about jobs and family and 
faith and about neighborhoods free from 
crime and about a world free from fear. 

If you listen to the other side tell it, you’re 
for them if you’re for change. But this elec- 
tion is not just about change, because change 
has a flip side, and that is called trust. When 
you get right down to it, the election is going 
to be like every other. When you pull that 
curtain closed and cast your vote on Novem- 
ber 3d, trust matters. The American people 
are going to say, I trust President George 
Bush because he’s made the tough decisions 
and he’s conducted himself with honor and 
decency in that office. 

You know, I used this example the other 
day, that when a phone rings in the middle 
of the night at the White House, when a crisis 
comes half a world away, the American peo- 
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ple do want to know that their leader has 
the experience, the background, and the guts 
to do the right thing. I am proud of the 
changes that we’ve made together. I am 
proud of our total victory in the cold war, 
proud that in the past 4 years more people 
have taken the first breath of freedom than 
at any time in human history. That is major 
change. That is significant in terms of world 
peace. 

But the job is not finished. There are plen- 
ty of wolves. The Soviet bear may be extinct, 
but there are plenty of wolves out there. As 
long as I am President, no madman will get 
his finger on the nuclear trigger. As long as 
I am Commander in Chief, America will re- 
main safe and strong. I owe that to the Amer- 
ican people. 

Electing our leader who will protect our 
Nation means trust in the traditional sense. 
But that’s just part of the picture. Each elec- 
tion is a referendum on the future and what 
we want it to look like. I stake my claim on 
a very simple philosophy: To lead a great Na- 
tion, you must first trust the people that you 
lead. 

And think about this fact: Nearly one out 
of every two delegates in Manhattan at that 
convention was on a government payroll. 
That’s just not true in Houston. We are the 
party of real people. The preacher, the pay- 
roll meeter, the wage earner, the entre- 
preneur, the veteran, and yes, the volunteer, 
God bless them. And look at every big issue 
we face. You'll see a choice, a choice between 
we who put our faith in everyday Americans 
and they who put their faith in a big, unre- 
sponsive Government. 

If you haven’t heard by now what that 
Government-first crowd has planned, let me 
just give you a couple of examples. First, 
they're calling for over $200 billion in new 
spending and another $150 billion in new 
taxes. Now, they’re going to come back at 
me and say, “Wait a minute, we’re the new 
breed. We’re no Walter Mondale, or we’re 
no Michael Dukakis.” And they may be right. 
I don’t want to be unfair to Mr. Mondale 
or Dukakis—[laughter]—$150 billion in new 
taxes is more than the two of them ever 
dreamed of offering the United States of 
America. 
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But I think we’d all agree that we trust 
the people, not the Government, to create 
the jobs and get this economy moving. You 
heard Phil Gramm talk about it. You saw that 
film showing what we've tried to do, blocked, 
blocked by that Congress. 

Let me just say another thing: We trust 
the parents, not the Government, to make 
the decisions that matter in life. We trust par- 
ents, not the Government, to choose their 
children’s schools, public, private, or paro- 
chial. We fought for and we got a child care 
bill, where the parents choose the children’s 
child care. And when the other side says Gov- 
ernment knows best, I say parents know bet- 
ter. Parents know better than some bureau- 
crat in Washington, DC, or some subcommit- 
tee chairman out there that’s been there for 
38 years and is mandating everybody in this 
country how to behave. 

We trust the people, not a new Govern- 
ment bureaucracy, to fix our health care sys- 
tem. We've got a good proposal that provides 
heaith insurance to the poorest of the poor 
and still provides the quality of medical care 
that would be decimated if we turn to the 
Government to do it all. 

Well, you know that we’ve tried to get 
things through Congress. Now I’m going to 
take this fight to every corner of the Nation 
and make the case not just to reelect me, 
not just to reelect the Bush-Quayle ticket but 
to give Congress back to the people. You 
heard it here today: The House has remained 
under the same control since Khrushchev 
ruled the Kremlin and since Castro’s coup 
in Cuba. And today, the status quo is under 
siege. The only way to break the deadlock 
in Washington is to clear out the deadwood 
on Capitol Hill. I’m going to do what Harry 
Truman did, take that case to the American 
people for a November decision. 

Now, let me close with just a few words 
to my friends here in Houston and others 
from across this country. We've been talking 
about it, and for Barbara and me this week 
is bound to have a very special meaning. This 
is our last big convention, last time, you 
might say, around the track. It is great to 
come back home to Texas, come home to 
where it really began for us in a political 
sense. 
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I remember back in 1948 traveling out 
there when Bar and I were living in Odessa 
and then in Midland, traveling out across the 
plains to towns like Wink and Notrees and 
Andrews and Kermit and Crane, towns 
where parents worried and watched when 
the kid crossed the street; towns that sent 
their kids halfway around the world to fight 
for freedom, to the DMZ or to Da Nang or, 
yes, to Desert Storm. I remember the 
rhythms of that part of our country, the 
rhythms of west Texas: Friday night football, 
Saturday night picnics, the Sunday sermon. 
Barbara and I raised a family, built a busi- 
ness, and we made friends. We shared the 
small triumphs and the sorrows. As my good 
friend Dan Jenkins—you remember Dan the 
Hornfrog Man, the T.C.U. writer—he put it 
this way, “We lived life its own self.” I re- 
member, when the work was done, how we 
sat around the table late at night, and we 
talked: report cards, schoolyard fights, small 
things, big dreams. 

I was not born in Texas, but in Texas 48 
years ago, whatever it was, 44 years ago, I 
came of age. The lessons that Barbara and 
I learned here are the lessons that we have 
tried to live by. The friends that we made 
here and throughout our lives are the friends 
who are in this room, some from Texas, some 
elsewhere, every one of whom we owe a vote 
of gratitude to, the friends who have stood 
by us when times are great and when times 
are tough. 

Now we are about to embark on the fight 
of our life and the fight to keep the American 
dream alive, but keeping faith in people. I 
look forward to this fight. I can feel it. I can 
feel it building in my blood. One thing that 
is the most comfort is that through good 
times and bad, I have had you at my side. 
And we want to thank you for this fantastic 
show of support. 

May God bless this great Nation of ours. 
Thank you for our many blessings, and may 
God bless the United States of America. 
Thank you very, very much. Thank you all. 
Thank you so very much. 


Note: The President spoke at 2 p.m. at the 
George R. Brown Center. In his remarks, he 
referred to Lodwrick M. Cook, chairman of 
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the luncheon, and Senator Phil Gramm of 
Texas. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on Possible Changes in the 
Cabinet 


August 19, 1992 


President Bush yesterday commented in 
a PBS interview that there would undoubt- 
edly be changes in the Cabinet in the second 
term. He said this would be a normal situa- 
tion historically, and he did not refer to any 
specific individual. The President believes his 
Cabinet is doing an excellent job. 

The President called Jack Kemp, Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development, this 
morning to congratulate him on his speech 
to the convention and to express his concern 
about Jack being singled out by the Houston 
Post this morning as departing from the Cab- 
inet. The President assured Jack that he was 
referring only to the routine departure of 
Cabinet members that historically occurs in 
a second term. 


Nomination of James Michael Reum 
To Be a Member of the Securities 
and Exchange Commission 

August 19, 1992 


The President today announced his inten- 
tion to nominate James Michael Reum, of 
Illinois, to be a member of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission for the term expiring 
June 5, 1997. He would succeed Edward H. 
Fleischman. 

Since 1979, Mr. Reum has served as a 
partner in the law firm of Hopkins & Sutter 
in Chicago, IL. He has also served as associ- 
ate Republican counsel for the Committee 
on the Judiciary in the U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives, 1974. From 1973 to 1974 and 
1974 to 1978, he served as a corporate lawyer 
with the firm of Davis Polk & Wardwell. 

Mr. Reum graduated from Harvard Col- 
lege (B.A., 1968) and Harvard Law School 
(J.D., 1972). He also served in the U.S. Army 
Reserves/National Guard, 1969~75. He was 
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born November 1, 1946, in Oak Park, IL. 
Mr. Reum currently resides in Chicago, IL. 


Remarks at a Prayer Breakfast in 
Houston 


August 20, 1992 


Thank you very much, Mary Lou. For 
heaven sakes, that was just wonderful, and 
thank you for that wonderful introduction. 

Let me repeat what I said last week to 
the 1992 


[At this point, audience members interrupted 
the President’s remarks. | 


I apologize to those who have put together 
this ecumenical, lovely prayer breakfast, but 
you just can’t control things like this. I hope 
you understand. I certainly do. 

I was saying that I salute Mary Lou and 
thank her. Let me repeat what I said last 
week to the 1992 summer Olympic team 
when they came to the White House. Wheth- 
er they won a gold, silver, or bronze medal, 
or simply gave their best, they are all heroes 
in the eyes of each American. 

I also want to salute my friend and running 
mate, Vice President Dan Quayle. Ninfa said 
it all; my friend Ninfa said it all: first-class. 

May I salute the Mayor. And fellow Texans 
and Americans, I’m delighted to address this 
ecumenical prayer breakfast on this great oc- 
casion. You see, breakfast speeches are al- 
ways my favorite. I figure it’s the one meal 
where broccoli is never served. [Laughter] 

Let me first salute that marvelous choir 
behind us. Think of it: a 40-piece orchestra; 
85 singers from the Houston Children’s 
Choir, too; our adult choir, members of 40 
area congregations, 1,200 voices; and then, 
of course, there was Alan Green, football 
player, “A” student, Rice graduate, and mag- 
nificent musician. Believe me, as one who 
works in the divisive world of politics, it’s 
amazing to hear that many voices raised in 
unison on anything. 

As you know, we meet on a special day. 
Tonight I give my acceptance speech. If it 
catches fire, it might give a whole new mean- 
ing to the story of the “burning bush.” 
[Laughter] The only problem is I have a 
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funny feeling that Barbara and Marilyn 
Quayle raised the high bar quite a bit for 
me. 

But anyway, as we meet today, deep in 
the heart of Texas, we meet deep in the heart 
of the most religious Nation on Earth, too. 
I’m usually not much for polls, but here’s 
a Gallup poll that makes sense to me. Ac- 
cording to this survey, 7 in 10 Americans be- 
lieve in life after death; 8 in 10, that God 
works miracles; 9 in 10 pray; and more than 
90 percent believe in God. To which I say, 
thank God for the United States of America. 

I’m delighted that Jim Baker’s here, fellow 
Houstonian, and Susan. As he knows, and as 
our Vice President knows and the other 
members of our Cabinet who I see out here 
know, we open every Cabinet meeting with 
a prayer. And it’s going to be that way as 
long as I am President. 

Today we've got difficult times, but we 
Americans have much to thank God for. Yes, 
challenges face us: good schools and safe 
streets, sound economy—all the problems 
that Bob Lanier works with as Mayor of our 
great city—and a world at peace. But we will 
meet and master them as Americans always 
have, not by running America down but by 
using God's gifts to lift America up. 

Thomas Jefferson, Ronald Reagan’s 
friend—|[laughter|—he phrased the first gift 
best. “The God who gave us life,” he said, 
“gave us liberty at the same time.” Today 
God’s gift of liberty is remaking the entire 
globe. In Berlin, like Jericho, the walls come 
tumbling down. In Barcelona, just ask Mary 
Lou, this summer the games were held with- 
out boycotts, without terrorism, without poli- 
tics. That’s exactly as it should be. 

On that score, all of us have Olympic he- 
roes; mine, Pablo Morales. Pablo, he’s the 
swimmer who missed out in 1984, didn’t 
make the team in ’88, then came back this 
year to earn a gold medal at the ripe old 
age of 27. Now, let that be a lesson: Youth 
and inexperience are no match for maturity 
and determination. 

Over the past 3% years, bayonets have 
been no match for the righteousness of God. 
Look at Bulgaria, where at last people wish 
Merry Christmas to each other without fear 
of being labeled religious. Look to Russia, 
where a cathedral once called the All Union 
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Museum of Religion and Atheism now 
houses God’s apostles, or the former East 
Germany, where Bible studies are like 
bluebonnets in the spring; they’re busting out 
all over. In a season of thanksgiving the world 
says grace. By God’s providence, the cold war 
is over, and America’s views prevailed. 

I remember when, 10 years ago, one of 
God’s great soldiers went to Eastern Europe 
and the Soviet Union. Returning to America, 
Billy Graham predicted that freedom would 
outlast tyranny. He felt that religion was alive 
way back then. The doubters said, “He’s 
been tricked.” But Dr. Graham knew some- 
thing they didn’t. He knew the chains of op- 
pression forged by men were no match for 
the keys to salvation forged by God. 

I talked about this with Billy, Barbara and 
I did, just, well, it was a year ago in January 
when we invited him to stay at the White 
House the night before our troops started 
Desert Storm. I thought a lot that night about 
thousands of people praying in the churches, 
about our own home parish right here, Jim’s 
and mine, St. Martin’s. I see our bishop over 
here, and welcome, sir. St. Martin’s parish, 
with its prayer books and its crosses and 
handmade Christmas cards made in Sunday 
schools for our troops in the Gulf. It’s true 
of every parish represented at this wonderful 
ecumenical service. It is absolutely true of 
all religions. 

We prayed for the troops themselves, the 
finest sons and daughters any nation could 
ever have. I know how a second gift of God’s, 
family, can lift America. I can no more imag- 
ine a life without family than I can a universe 
without love. Last night—here she is—you 
saw Barbara on television. I'll let her explain 
why family matters so much. I thought she 
did a first-class job of that last night. But 
here’s her quote. “At the end of your life,” 
she said, “you will never forget not having 
passed one more test, not winning one more 
verdict, nor closing one more deal. You will 
regret time not spent with a husband, a child, 
a friend, or a parent.” 

Barbara knows that kids, quoting Art 
Linkletter, say not only the funniest but the 
most insightful things, especially about reli- 
gion. Once a Sunday school teacher started 
talking about the story of Jonah and the 
whale, and she asked what the story showed. 
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A small boy raised his hand. “I know,” he 
said. “People make whales sick.” [Laughter] 

Well, each of us turns to God daily to make 
lives well, and we act through the third and 
greatest of God’s gifts, prayer. If Congress 
can spend time debating Vanna White’s ap- 
pearance on the Home Shopping Network, 
surely Congress can find time to pass an 
amendment allowing voluntary prayer in our 
classrooms. So let’s do what we can to bring 
the faith of our fathers back to our schools. 

You know, I’ve been President for 3% 
years now. More than ever, I believe with 
all my heart that one cannot be President 
of our great country without a belief in God, 
without the truth that comes on one’s knees. 
For me, prayer has always been important 
but quite personal. You know us Episcopa- 
lians. [Laughter] And yet, it has sustained me 
at every point of my life: as a boy, when reli- 
gious reading was part of our home life; as 
a teenager, when I memorized the Navy 
Hymn. Or how 48 years ago, aboard the sub- 
marine Finback after being shot down in the 
war, I went up topside one night on the deck, 
on the conning tower, and stood watch and 
looked out at the dark. The sky was clear. 
The stars were brilliant like a blizzard of 
fireflies in the night. There was a calm inner 
peace. Halfway around the world in the war 
zone, there was a calm inner peace: God’s 
therapy. 

This month I got a letter from a little girl, 
age 11, Joy Vaughn. Oh, I love getting the 
mail at the White House, but this one was 
special. She lives in Mesa, Arizona, and one 
of her brothers is a missionary. She wrote, 
“I just wanted to tell you that I am praying 
for you.” And then she added, “God is in 
charge.” 

So Barbara and I have concluded, as every 
family that’s been privileged to live in the 
White House I’m sure has concluded, that 
you cannot be President without believing in 
God. We say our prayers every night. When 
we sit in that historic family dining room on 
the second floor of the White House, we say 
the blessing before our meals. Today I ask 
for your prayers, not for the campaign that 
we're in but prayers asking God to give those 
of us in leadership positions and give me as 
President the strength to do what is right, 
the courage to lead this, the greatest Nation 
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on the face of the Earth, the United States 
of America, one Nation under God. 

Thank you, and may God bless our great 
country. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. at 
the University of Houston. In his remarks, 
he referred to Mary Lou Retton, 1984 Olym- 
pic gold medalist; Ninfa Laurenzo, Houston 
business leader; and evangelist Billy Graham. 


Statement by Press Secretary 
Fitzwater on the Arbitrator’s 
Decision in the Railway Labor 
Dispute 

August 20, 1992 


On August 18, 1992, the President re- 
ceived for his review the decision of the arbi- 
trator in the one remaining railway labor dis- 
pute associated with the shutdown of the Na- 
tion’s railroads in late June. This decision was 
rendered pursuant to the arbitration process 
established by the Congress and concerns the 
dispute between the National Railroad Pas- 
senger Corporation (Amtrak) and the Amer- 
ican Train Dispatchers Association. The deci- 
sion becomes final and binding upon the par- 
ties unless the President disapproves it within 
3 days following its receipt. 

The President has decided that he will not 
disapprove this decision. The President is 
grateful to the arbitrator for his work in re- 
solving this dispute. 


Remarks Accepting the Presidential 
Nomination at the Republican 
National Convention in Houston 


August 20, 1992 


The President. Thank you all very much. 
Thank you, thank you very much. And I am 
proud to receive and I am honored to accept 
your nomination for President of the United 
States. 

May I thank my dear friend and our great 
leader, Bob Dole, for that wonderful intro- 
duction. 





Administration of George Bush, 1992 / Aug. 20 


Let me say this: This nomination’s not for 
me alone. It is for the ideas, principles, and 
values that we stand for. 

My job has been made easier by a leader 
who’s taken a lot of unfair criticism with 
grace and humor, the Vice President of the 
United States, Dan Quayle. And I am very 
grateful to him. 

I want to talk tonight about the sharp 
choice that I intend to offer Americans this 
fall, a choice between different agendas, dif- 
ferent directions, and yes, a choice about the 
character of the mar you want to lead this 
Nation. I know that Americans have many 
questions about our economy, about our 
country’s future, even questions about me. 
I'll answer them tonight. 

First, I feel great. And I am heartened by 
the polls, the ones that say that I look better 
in my jogging shorts than the Governor of 
Arkansas. 

Four years ago, I spoke about missions for 
my life and for our country. I spoke of one 
urgent mission, defending our security and 
promoting the American ideal abroad. 

Just pause for a moment to reflect on what 
we've done. Germany is united, and a slab 
of the Berlin Wall sits right outside this As- 
trodome. Arabs and Israelis now sit face to 
face and talk peace, and every hostage held 
in Lebanon is free. The conflict in E] Sal- 
vador is over, and free elections brought de- 
mocracy to Nicaragua. Black and white South 
Africans cheered each other at the Olympics. 
The Soviet Union can only be found in his- 
tory books. The captive nations of Eastern 
Europe and the Baltics are captive no more. 
And today on the rural streets of Poland, 
merchants sell cans of air labeled “the last 
breath of communism.” 

If I had stood before you 4 years ago and 
described this as the world we would help 
to build, you would have said, “George Bush, 
you must have been smoking something, and 
you must have inhaled.” 

This convention is the first at which an 
American President can say the cold war is 
over, and freedom finished first. 

Audience members. U.S.A! 
U.S.A! 

The President. We have a lot to be proud 
of, a lot. Some want to rewrite history, want 
to skip over the struggle, claim the outcome 


U.S.A! 
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was inevitable. And while the U.S. postwar 
strategy was largely bipartisan, the fact re- 
mains that the liberal McGovern wing of the 
other party, including my opponent, consist- 
ently made the wrong choices. In the seven- 
ties, they wanted a hollow army. We wanted 
a strong fighting force. In the eighties—and 
you remember this one—in the eighties, they 
wanted a nuclear freeze, and we insisted on 
peace through strength. From Angola to 
Central America, they said, “Let’s negotiate, 
deliberate, procrastinate.” We said, “Just 
stand up for freedom.” Now the cold war 
is over, and they claim, “Hey, we were with 
you all the way.” 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. You know, their behavior 
reminds me of the old con man’s advice to 
the new kid. He said, “Son, if you’re — 
run out of town, just get out in front an 
make it look like a parade.” 

Well, make no mistake: The demise of 
communism wasn’t a sure thing. It took the 
strong leadership of Presidents from both 
parties, including Republicans like Richard 
Nixon and Gerald Ford and Ronald Reagan. 
Without their vision and the support of the 
American people, the Soviet Union would be 
a strong superpower today, and we'd be fac- 
ing a nuclear threat tonight. 

My opponents say I spend too much time 
on foreign policy, as if it didn’t matter that 
schoolchildren once hid under their desks in 
drills to prepare for nuclear war. I saw the 
chance to rid our children’s dreams of the 
nuclear nightmare, and I did. Over the past 
4 years, more people have breathed the fresh 
air of freedom than in all of human history. 
I saw a chance to help, and I did. These were 
the two defining opportunities not of a year, 
not of a decade, but of an entire span of 
human history. I seized those opportunities 
for our kids and our grandkids, and I make 
no apologies for that. 

Now, the Soviet bear may be gone, but 
there are still wolves in the woods. We saw 
that when Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait. 
The Mideast might have become a nuclear 
powder keg, our energy supplies held hos- 
tage. So we did what was right and what was 
necessary. We destroyed a threat, freed a 
people, and locked a tyrant in the prison of 
his own country. 
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What about the leader of the Arkansas Na- 
tional Guard, the man who hopes to be Com- 
mander in Chief? Well, I bit the bullet, and 
he bit his nails. Listen to this now. Two days 
after Congress followed my lead, my oppo- 
nent said this, and I quote directly: “I guess 
I would have voted with the majority if it 
was a close vote. But I agree with the argu- 
ments the minority made.” Now, sounds to 
me like his policy can be summed up by a 
road sign he’s probably seen on his bus tour, 
“Slippery When Wet.” 

Look, this is serious business. Think about 
the impact of our foreign policy failures the 
last time the Democrats controlled both ends 
of Pennsylvania Avenue: gas lines, grain em- 
bargoes, American hostages blindfolded. 

There will be more foreign policy chal- 
lenges like Kuwait in the next 4 years, terror- 
ists and aggressors to stand up to, dangerous 
weapons to be controlled and destroyed. 
Freedom’s fight is not finished. I look for- 
ward to being the first President to visit a 
free, democratic Cuba. Who will lead the 
world in the face of these challenges? Not 
my opponent. In his acceptance speech he 
devoted just 65 seconds to telling us about 
the world. 

Then he said that America was, and I 
quote again—I want to be fair and factual— 
I quote, being “ridiculed” everywhere. Well, 
tell that to the people around the world, for 
whom America is still a dream. Tell that to 
leaders around the world, from whom Amer- 
ica commands respect. Ridiculed? Tell that 
to the men and women of Desert Storm. 

Audience members. U.S.A.!  U.S.A:! 
U.S.A:! 

The President. Let me just make an aside 
comment here because of what you’ve been 
reading in the paper. This is a political year, 
but there’s a lot of danger in the world. You 
can be sure I will never let politics interfere 
with a foreign policy decision. Forget the 
election; I will do right, what is right for the 
national security of the United States of 
America, and that is a pledge from my heart. 

Fifty years ago this summer, I was 18 years 
of age. I see some young people in the audi- 
ence tonight, and I remember how | felt in 
those days. I believed deeply in this country, 
and we were faced with a world war. So I 
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made a decision to go off and fight a battle 
much different from political battles. 

I was scared, but I was willing. I was 
young, but I was ready. I had barely lived 
when I began to watch men die. I began to 
see the special place of America in the world. 
I began to see, even then, that the world 
would become a much smaller place, and far- 
away places could become more and more 
like America. 

Fifty years later, after change of almost 
Biblical proportions, we know that when 
freedom grows, America grows. Just as a 
strong America means a safer world, we have 
learned that a safer world means a stronger 
America. 

This election is about change. But that’s 
not unusual, because the American revolu- 
tion is never ending. Today, the pace of 
change is accelerating. We face new opportu- 
nities and new challenges. The question is: 
Who do you trust to make change work for 
you? 

Audience members. 
George Bush! George Bush! 

The President. My opponent says Amer- 
ica is a Nation in decline. Of our economy, 
he says we are somewhere on the list beneath 
Germany, heading south toward Sri Lanka. 
Well, don’t let anyone tell you that America 
is second-rate, especially somebody running 
for President. 

Maybe he hasn’t heard that we are still 
the world’s largest economy. No other nation 
sells more outside its borders. The Germans, 
the British, the Japanese can’t touch the pro- 
ductivity of you, the American worker and 
the American farmer. My opponent won't 
mention that. He won’t remind you that in- 
terest rates are the lowest they've been in 
20 years, and millions of Americans have refi- 
nanced their homes. You just won't hear that 
inflation, the thief of the middle class, has 
been locked in a maximum security prison. 

You don’t hear much about this good news 
because the media also tends to focus only 
on the bad. When the Berlin Wall fell, I half 
expected to see a headline, “Wall Falls, 
Three Border Guards Lose Jobs.” [Laughter] 
And underneath, it probably says, “Clinton 
Blames Bush.” [Laughter] 


George Bush! 
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You don’t hear a lot about progress in 
America. So let me tell you about some good 
things we've done together. 

Just two weeks ago, all three nations of 
North America agreed to trade freely from 
Manitoba to Mexico. This will bring good 
jobs to Main Street, U.S.A. 

We passed the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, bringing 43 million people into the eco- 
nomic mainstream. I must Say, it’s about 
time. 

Our children will breathe easier because 
of our new clean air pact. 

We are rebuilding our roads, providing 
jobs for more than half a million Americans. 

We passed a child care law, and we took 
a stand for family values by saying that when 
it comes to raising children, Government 
doesn’t know best; parents know best. 

I have fought against prejudice and anti- 
Semitism all my life. I am proud that we 
strengthened our civil rights laws, and we did 
it without resorting to quotas. 

One more thing of vital importance to all: 
Today, cocaine use has fallen by 60 percent 
among young people. To the teenagers, the 
parents, and the volunteers who are helping 
us battle the scourge of drugs in America, 
we say, thank you; thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts. 

Do I want to do more? You bet. Nothing 
hurts me more than to meet with soldiers 
home from the Persian Gulf who can’t find 
a job or workers who have a job but worry 
that the next day will bring a pink slip. And 
what about parents who scrape and struggle 
to send their kids to college, only to find 
them back living at home because they can’t 
get work. 

The world is in transition, and we are feel- 
ing that transition in our homes. The defining 
challenge of the nineties is to win the eco- 
nomic competition, to win the peace. We 
must be a military superpower, an economic 
superpower, and an export superpower. 

In this election, you'll hear two versions 
of how to do this. Theirs is to look inward 
and protect what we already have. Ours is 
to look forward, to open new markets, pre- 
pare our people to compete, to restore our 
social fabric, to save and invest so we can 
win. 
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We believe that now that the world looks 
more like America, it’s time for America to 
look more like herself. And so we offer a phi- 
losophy that puts faith in the individual, not 
the bureaucracy; a philosophy that empowers 
people to do their best, so America can be 
at its best. In a world that is safer and freer, 
this is how we will build an America that is 
stronger, safer, and more secure. 

We start with a simple fact: Government 
is too big and spends too much. 

I have asked Congress to put a lid on man- 
datory spending, except Social Security. I’ve 
proposed doing away with over 200 programs 
and 4,000 wasteful projects and to freeze all 
other spending. 

The gridlock Democrat Congress said no. 

Audience members. Boo—o—o! 

The President. So, beginning tonight, I 
will enforce the spending freeze on my own. 
If Congress sends me a bill spending more 
than I asked for in my budget, I will veto 
it fast, veto it fast, faster than copies of 
Millie’s book sold. 

Now, Congress won't cut spending, but re- 
fuses to give the President the power to 
eliminate pork-barrel projects that waste 
your money. Forty-three Governors have 
that power. So I ask you, the American peo- 
ple: Give me a Congress that will give me 
the line-item veto. 

Let me tell you about a recent battle 
fought with the Congress, a battle in which 
I was aided by Bob Michel and his troops, 
and Bob Dole and his. This spring, I worked 
day and night to get two-thirds of the House 
Members to approve a balanced budget 
amendment to the Constitution. We almost 
had it, but we lost by just nine votes. Now, 
listen how. Just before the vote, the liberal 
leaders of the Congress convinced 12 Mem- 
bers who cosponsored the bill to switch sides 
and vote no. Keep in mind, they voted 
against a bill they had already put their 
names on. Something fishy is going on. 

And look at my opponent on this issue. 
Look at my opponent. He says he’s for bal- 
anced budgets. But he came out against the 
amendment. He’s like that on a lot of issues, 
first on one side, then the other. He’s been 
spotted in more places than Elvis Presley. 

After all these years, Congress has become 
pretty creative at finding ways to waste your 
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money. So we need to be just as creative at 
finding ways to stop them. I have a brandnew 
idea. Taxpayers should be given the right to 
check a box on their tax returns so that up 
to 10 percent of their payments can go for 
one purpose alone: to reduce the national 
debt. 

But we also need to make sure that Con- 
gress doesn’t just turn around and borrow 
more money to spend more money. So I will 
require that for every tax dollar set aside to 
cut the debt, the ceilings on spending will 
be cut by an equal amount. That way, we 
will cut both debt and spending and take a 
whack out of the budget deficit. 

My feelings about big government come 
from my experience; I spent half my adult 
life in the private sector. My opponent has 
a different experience; he’s been in govern- 
ment nearly all his life. His passion to expand 
government knows no bounds. 

He’s already proposed, and listen to this 
carefully, he has already proposed $220 bil- 
lion in new spending, along with the biggest 
tax increase in history, $150 billion. And 
that’s just to start. 

Audience members. Boo-o-o! 

The President. He says he wants to tax 
the rich. But folks, he defines rich as anyone 
who has a job. [Laughter] 

You've ots of the separations of powers. 
Well, my opponent practices a different the- 
ory: the power of separations. Government 
has the power to separate you from your wal- 
let. [Laughter] 

Now let me say this: When it comes to 
taxes, I’ve learned the hard way. There’s an 
old saying, “Good judgment comes from ex- 
perience, and experience comes from bad 
judgment.” Two years ago, I made a bad call 
on the Democrats tax increase. I underesti- 
mated Congress’ addiction to taxes. With my 
back against the wall, I agreed to a hard bar- 
gain: One tax increase one time in return for 
the toughest spending limits ever. 

Well, it was a mistake to go along with 
the Democratic tax increase, and I admit it. 
But here’s the question for the American 
people. Who do you trust in this election? 
The candidate who’s raised taxes one time 
and regrets it, or the other candidate who 
raised taxes and fees 128 times and enjoyed 
it every time? 
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Audience members. Viva Bush! Viva 
Bush! Viva Bush! 

The President. Thank you very much. 

Audience members. Hit ’em again! Hit 
"em again, harder, harder! Hit em again! Hit 
"em again, harder, harder! 

The President. When the new Congress 
convenes next January, I will propose to fur- 
ther reduce taxes across the board, provided 
we pay for these cuts with specific spending 
reductions that I consider appropriate, so 
that we do not increase the deficit. I will also 
continue to fight to increase the personal ex- 
emption and to create jobs by winning a cut 
in capital gains taxes. 

That will especially help small businesses. 
You know, they create—small businesses— 
they create two-thirds of the new jobs in 
America. But my opponent’s plan for small 
business is clear, present, and dangerous. Be- 
side new income taxes, his plan will lead to 
a new payroll tax to pay for a Government 
takeover of health care and another new tax 
to pay for training. That is just the beginning. 

If he gets his way, hardware stores across 
America will have a new sign up, “Closed 
for despair.” I guess you'd say his plan really 
is “Elvis economics.” America will be check- 
ing into the “Heartbreak Hotel.” 

I believe that small business needs relief 
from taxation, regulation, and litigation. And 
thus, I will extend for one year the freeze 
on paperwork and unnecessary Federal regu- 
lation that I imposed last winter. There is 
no reason that Federal regulations should 
live longer than my friend George Burns. I 
will issue an order to get rid of any rule 
whose time has come and gone. 

I see something happening in our towns 
and in our neighborhoods. Sharp lawyers are 
running wild. Doctors are afraid to practice 
medicine, and some moms and pops won't 
even coach Little League any more. We must 
sue each other less and care for each other 
more. I am fighting to reform our legal sys- 
tem, to put an end to crazy lawsuits. If that 
means climbing into the ring with the trial 
lawyers, well, let me just say, round one starts 
tonight. 

After all, my opponent’s campaign is being 
backed by practically every trial lawyer who 
ever wore a tasselled loafer. He’s not in the 
ring with them; he’s in the tank. 
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There are other things we need to do to 
get our economy up to speed, prepare our 
kids for the next century. We must have new 
incentives for research and new training for 
workers. Small businesses need capital and 
credit, and defense workers need new jobs. 
I have a plan to provide affordable health 
care for every American, controlling costs by 
cutting paperwork and lawsuits and expand- 
ing coverage to the poorest of the poor. 

We do not need my opponent’s plan for 
a massive Government takeover of health 
care, which would ration care and deny you 
the right to choose a doctor. Who wants 
health care with a system with the efficiency 
of the House Post Office and the compassion 
of the KGB? 

What about our schools? What about our 
schools? My opponent and I both want to 
change the way our kids learn. He wants to 
change our schools a little bit, and I want 
to change them a lot. Take the issue of 
whether parents should be able to choose the 
best school for their kids. My opponent says 
that’s okay, as long as the school is run by 
government. And I say every parent and child 
should have a real choice of schools, public, 
private, or religious. 

So we have a clear choice to fix our prob- 
lems. Do we turn to the tattered blanket of 
bureaucracy that other nations are tossing 
away? Or do we give our people the freedom 
and incentives to build security for them- 
selves? 

Here’s what I’m fighting for: Open mar- 
kets for American products; lower Govern- 
ment spending; tax relief; opportunities for 
small business; legal and health reform; job 
training; and new schools built on competi- 
tion, ready for the 21st century. 

Now, okay, why are these proposals not 
in effect today? Only one reason: the gridlock 
Democratic Congress. 

Audience members. Clean your House! 
Clean your House! Clean your House! 

The President. A very good idea, a very 
good idea. 

Now, I know Americans are tired of the 
blame game, tired of people in Washington 
acting like they're candidates for the next epi- 
sode of “American Gladiators.” I don’t like 
it, either. Neither should you. But the truth 
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is the truth. Our policies have not failed. 
They haven’t even been tried. 

Americans want jobs, and on January 28th, 
I put before Congress a plan to create jobs. 
If it'd been passed back then, 500,000 more 
Americans would be at work right now. But 
in a Nation that demands action, Congress 
has become the master of inaction. 

It wasn’t always this way. I heard President 
Ford tonight. I served in Congress 22 years 
ago, under him. And back then, we cooper- 
ated. We didn’t get personal. We put the 
people above everything else. Heck, we 
didn’t even own blow dryers back in those 
days. 

At my first inauguration, I said that people 
didn’t send us to bicker. I extended my hand, 
and I think the American people know this, 
I extended my hand to the congressional 
leaders, the Democratic leaders, and they bit 
it. 

The House leadership has not changed in 
38 years. It is a body caught in a hopelessly 
tangled web of PAC’s, perks, privileges, part- 
nership, and paralysis. Every day, Congress 
puts politics ahead of principle and i 
progress. 

Now, let me give you just one example: 
February 20th, 1991. It was at the height of 
the Gulf war. On that very same day, I asked 
American pilots to risk their lives to fly mis- 
sions over Baghdad. I also wanted to 
strengthen our economic security for the fu- 
ture. So that very same day, I introduced a 
new domestic energy strategy which would 
cut our dependence on foreign oil by 7 mil- 
lion barrels a day. 

How many days did it take to win the Gulf 
war? Forty-three. How many did it take Con- 
gress to pass a national energy strategy? Five 
hundred and thirty-two, and still counting. 
I have ridden stationary bikes that can move 
faster than the United States House of Rep- 
resentatives and the United States Senate, 
controlled by the Democrat leadership. 

Audience members. Hit ‘em again! Hit 
‘em again, harder, harder! Hit em again! Hit 
‘em again, harder, harder! 

The President. Okay. All right. You wait. 
I’m fixing to. 

Where does my opponent stand with Con- 
gress? Well, up in New York at their conven- 
tion, they kept the congressional leaders 
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away from the podium, hid them away. They 
didn’t want America to hear from the people 
who really make the decisions. They hid 
them for a very good reason, because the 
American people would recognize a dan- 
gerous combination: a rubber-check Con- 
gress and a rubber-stamp President. 

Governor Clinton and Congress know that 
you've caught on to their lingo. They know 
when they say “spending,” you say “uh-oh.” 
So now they have a new word, “investment.” 
They want to “invest” $220 billion more of 
your money, but I want you to keep it. 

Governor Clinton and Congress want to 
put through the largest tax increase in his- 
tory, but I will not let that happen. Governor 
Clinton and Congress don’t want kids to have 
the option of praying in school, but I do. 
Clinton and Congress don’t want to close 
legal loopholes and keep criminals behind 
bars, but I will. Clinton and Congress will 
stock the judiciary with liberal judges who 
write laws they can’t get approved by the vot- 
ers. 

Governor Clinton even says that Mario 


Cuomo belongs on the Supreme Court. 
[Laughter] Wait a minute, though. No, wait. 
Maybe not a bad idea. If you believe in judi- 
cial restraint, you probably ought to be 
happy. After all, the good Governor of New 


York can’t make up his mind between choco- 
late and vanilla at Baskin Robbins. He’s 
there, we won't have another court decision 
for 35 years, and maybe that’s all right, too. 

Are my opponent and Congress really in 
cahoots? Look at one important question: 
Should we limit the terms of Congress? 

Audience members. Yes. 

The President. Governor Clinton says, no. 
Congress says, no. I say, yes. 

We tried this—look, we tried this once be- 
fore, combining the Democratic Governor of 
a small southern State with a very liberal Vice 
President and a Democratic Congress. Amer- 
ica does not need Carter II. We do not want 
to take America back to those days of mal- 
aise. But Americans want to know: Where’s 
proof that we will have better days in Wash- 
ington? 

I'll give you 150 reasons. That’s how many 
Members of Congress are expected to leave 
Washington this year. Some are tainted by 
scandal; the voters have bounced them the 
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way they bounced their own checks. But oth- 
ers are good Members, Republican and 
Democrat, and they agree with me. The 
place just doesn’t work anymore. 

One hundred-fifty new Members, from 
both parties, will be coming to Washington 
this fall. Every one will have a fresh view 
of America’s future. 

I pledge today to the American people, im- 
waileady after this election, I will meet with 
every one of these Members, before they get 
attacked by the PAC’s, overwhelmed by their 
staffs, and cornered by some camera crew. 
I will lay out my case for change, change that 
matters, real change that makes a difference, 
change that is right for America. 

You see, there is a yearning in America, 
a feeling that maybe it’s time to get back to 
our roots. Sure we must change, but some 
values are timeless. I believe in families that 
stick together, fathers who stick around. I 
happen to believe very deeply in the worth 
of each individual human being, born or un- 
born. I believe in teaching our kids the dif- 
ference between what’s wrong and what’s 
right, teaching them respect for hard work 
and to love their neighbors. I believe that 
America will always have a special place in 
God’s heart, as long as He has a special place 
in ours. Maybe that’s why I’ve always be- 
lieved that patriotism is not just another point 
of view. 

There are times in every young person's 
life when God introduces you to yourself. I 
remember such a time. It was back many 
years ago, when I stood watch at 4 a.m. up 
on the bridge of a submarine, the United 
States Finback, U.S.S. Finback. And I would 
stand there and look out on the blackness 
of the sky, broken only by the sparkling stars 
above. And I would think about friends I lost, 
a country I loved, and about a girl named 
Barbara. I remember those nights as clearly 
as any in my life. 

You know, you can see things from up 
there that other people don’t see. You can 
see storm clouds rise and then disappear, the 
first hint of the sun over the horizon, and 
the first outline of the shore far away. 

Now, I know that Americans are uneasy 
today. There is anxious talk around our kitch- 
en tables. But from where I stand, I see not 
America’s sunset but a sunrise. 
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The world changes for which we've sac- 
rificed for a generation have finally come to 
pass, and with them a rare and unprece- 
dented opportunity to pass the sweet cup of 
prosperity around our American table. 

Are we up to it? I know we are. As I travel 
our land, I meet veterans who once worked 
the turrets of a tank and can now master the 
keyboards of high-tech economy. I see teach- 
ers blessed with the incredible American ca- 
pacity for innovation who are teaching our 
children a new way to learn for a new cen- 
tury. I meet parents, some working two jobs 
with hectic schedules, who still find new ways 
to teach old values to steady their kids in 
a turbulent world. 

I take heart from what is happening in 
America, not from those who profess a new 
passion for government but from those with 
an old and enduring faith in the human po- 
tential, those who understand that the genius 
of America is our capacity for rebirth and 
renewal. America is the land where the sun 
is always peeking over the horizon. 

Tonight I appeal to that unyielding, undy- 
ing, undeniable American spirit. I ask you 
to consider, now that the entire world is mov- 
ing our way, why would we want to go back 
their way? I ask not just for your support 
for my agenda but for your commitment to 
renew and rebuild our Nation by shaking up 
the one institution that has withstood change 
for over four decades. Join me in rolling away 
the roadblock at the other end of Pennsylva- 
nia Avenue, so that in the next 4 years, we 
will match our accomplishments outside by 
building a stronger, safer, more secure Amer- 
ica inside. 

Forty-four years ago in another age of un- 
certainty a different President embarked on 
a similar mission. His name was Harry S Tru- 
man. As he stood before his party to accept 
their nomination, Harry Truman knew the 
freedom I know this evening, the freedom 
to talk about what’s right for America, and 
let the chips fall where they may. 

Harry Truman said this: This is more than 
a political call to arms. Give me your help, 
not to win votes alone, but to win this new 
crusade and keep America safe and secure 
for its own people. 

Well, tonight I say to you: Join me in our 
new crusade, to reap the rewards of our glob- 
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al victory, to win the peace, so that we may 
make America safer and stronger for all our 
eople. 
May God bless you, and may God bless 
the United States of America. Thank you very 
much. 


Note: The President spoke at 9:20 p.m. at 
the Houston Astrodome. 





Points of Light Recognition Program 





The President named the following individ- 
uals and institutions as exemplars of his com- 
mitment to making community service 
central to the life and work of every Amer- 
ican. 





August 15 


Volunteers of the Vigo County School Corp. 
Adult Literacy Program, of Terre Haute, IN 


August 16 


Ivy Olson and the volunteers of the Angel Net- 
work, of Honolulu, HI 


August 17 


Volunteers of the Susquehanna County Volun- 
teer Literacy Council, of Montrose, PA 


August 18 


Volunteers of Bethlehem House Project, Inc., 
of Redlands, CA 


August 19 


Carol and Hurt Porter and the volunteers of 
We Care About Kids, Kid Care, Inc., of 
Houston, TX 


August 20 
Jerry and Elouise Lee, of Page, AZ 


August 21 
Community Caring Volunteers, of Billings, MT 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 





The following list includes the President’s 
public schedule and other items of general 
interest announced by the Office of the Press 
Secretary and not included elsewhere in this 
issue. 
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August 16 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush returned to the White House from a 
weekend stay at Camp David, MD. 


August 17 

In the morning, the President met at the 
White House with: 

—domestic advisers; 

—the Vice President; Samuel K. Skinner, 
Chief of Staff to the President; Brent 
Scowcroft, Assistant to the President for 
National Security Affairs; and members 
of the CIA briefing staff. 

Later in the morning, the President and 
Mrs. Bush traveled to Indianapolis, IN, 
where the President spoke at a fundraising 
reception for Senator Dan Coats of Indiana 
at the Westin Hotel. 

In the afternoon, the President partici- 
pated in interviews with CNN and NBC tele- 
vision networks, after which the President 
and Mrs. Bush traveled to Houston, TX, for 
the Republican National Convention. In the 
evening, they went to their residence at the 
Houstonian Hotel. 

The President declared a major disaster 
exists in the State of Indiana and ordered 
Federal aid to supplement State and local 
recovery efforts in the area struck by severe 
weather, torrential rains, and flash flooding 
on August 8-9. 


August 18 

In the afternoon, the President held media 
interviews in the Magnolia Room at the 
Houstonian Hotel. 

In the early evening, the President and 
Mrs. Bush attended a reception for family 
and friends at the Museum of Fine Arts. 


August 19 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a reception with the sponsors 
of the Republican National Committee 
luncheon at the George R. Brown Center. 

In the afternoon after returning to the 
Houstonian Hotel, the President held inter- 
views with the media. 

The President declared a major disaster 
exists in the State of Nebraska and ordered 
Federal aid to supplement State and local 
recovery in the areas struck by severe storms 
and flooding on July 11-29. 
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The President selected Senator Jake Garn 
of Utah to be his personal representative at 
the Farnborough International Air Show in 
Farnborough, England, on September 4-9. 


August 21 

In the morning, the President and Mrs. 
Bush went to the Hyatt Regency Hotel for 
a meeting of the Republican National Com- 
mittee. They then traveled from Houston, 
TX, to Gulfport, MS, where they attended 
a Bush-Quayle rally and Victory ’92 fund- 
raiser. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to the Springfield Regional 
Airport, MO, for a Victory 92 fundraiser. 
After the event, they went to Branson, MO, 
and on to a Bush-Quayle rally at Silver Dollar 
City theme park. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush attended a performance at the Ameri- 
cana Theatre in Branson. 





Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 





Note: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this 
issue. 
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of White House Press Releases 





Note: All releases issued by the Office of the 
Press Secretary during the period covered by 
this issue and received by the Office of the 
Federal Register have been printed in this 
issue. 








Acts Approved 
by the President 





Approved August 17 


S.959 / Public Law 102-343 
Thomas Jefferson Commemoration Commis- 
sion Act 
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